Working Holiday Scheme Bilateral Agreement between Italy and Hong Kong
We are pleased to announce that Italy signed a bilateral Working Holiday Scheme agreement with Hong
th
Kong on 5 July 2019 (“WHS”) to benefit young Italians and Hong Kongers.
The agreement was signed by the Under Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Co-operation of the Government of the Italian Republic, Dr. Manlio Di Stefano and the Secretary for
Labour and Welfare of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“Hong Kong”),
Dr. Law Chi-kwong, at the Central Government Offices in Hong Kong.
The following is the information currently available subject to publication of specific requirements by the
two jurisdictions in question:
 the WHS will permit young people from Italy to obtain a visa to visit Hong Kong primarily with the
intention of having a holiday but enabling them work temporarily/undertake short term courses while in
Hong Kong as an incidental aspect of their holiday (subject to specified requirements and restrictions,
such as possible restrictions on the number of months that can be worked for the same employer).
Similar reciprocal arrangements will apply to Hong Kong youth wishing to travel to Italy under the
WHS;
 applications will be subject to a maximum quota of 500 visas per year in each jurisdiction. This is quite
a generous quota and is equal to the quota accorded by Hong Kong to Sweden. (Australia has the
highest annual quota of all the countries which currently have agreements with Hong Kong, namely
th
5000). Italy is the 14 country to enter into a WHS with Hong Kong since the scheme started in 2001;
 the WHS visa will have a maximum duration of 12 months and extensions of stay will not normally be
considered by the Hong Kong Immigration Department (“HKID”);
 among other requirements (according to the current HKID information available for other working
holiday schemes), applicants for the WHS visa for Hong Kong, aged between 18 and 30, would have
to prove they have the required financial means to support themselves during the holiday period,
including airline ticket/sufficient funds to pay for a return ticket, they would also be required to obtain
medical (and probably also other types of insurance – details to follow), to cover the period of the
holiday and they would only be permitted to obtain a WHS visa once.
We will update you with further information as soon as the details of the bilateral procedures are
published by the two contracting jurisdictions.
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Please note that the above is simply an overview of the subject matter and it is not, nor is it intended to be, a legal
opinion or legal advice. Should you have any questions concerning the new law’s requirements set out above or
should you wish to receive information on our annual package, please do not hesitate to contact us:

Susan Lavender
Consultant

Stefano Beghi
Managing Partner

Hong Kong
+852 2156 3497
slavender@gop.it

Hong Kong
+852 21563494
sbeghi@gop.it

gop.it

INFORMATION PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 13 OF LEGISLATIVE DECREE NO. 196/2003 (Data Protection Code)
The law firm Gianni, Origoni, Grippo, Cappelli and Partners (hereafter “the Firm”) only processes personal data that is freel y provided during the course of professional relations
or meetings, events, workshops, etc., which are also processed for informative/divulgation purposes. This newsletter is sent exclusively to those subjects who have expressed an
interest in receiving information about the Firm’s activities. If it has been sent you by mistake, or should you have decided that you are no longer interested in receiving the above
information, you may request that no further information be sent to you by sending an email to: relazioniesterne@gop.it. The personal data processor is the Firm Gianni, Origoni,
Grippo, Cappelli & Partners, whose administrative headquarters are located in Rome, at Via delle Quattro Fontane 20.
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